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granites, now exposed over large areas in the Mysore
State, and in the adjoining districts of Salem, North Arcot,
and Bellary. These rocks, being compact and uniform in
character, resist the weather more perfectly than the more
complex gneisses and schists around. They consequently
form conspicuous hillocks, standing up abruptly above the
general level of the plains. Many of these, on account of
their steep and difficultly accessible slopes, have been

Fig. 16.   Characteristic hillock of Granitic Gneiss, Salem district.
utilised in past times as forts and strongholds (drugs), such
for example as that on which the old fort stands at
Trichinopoly, Sankaridrug in the Salem district, and
Nandidrug in the Mysore State.
Another prevalent type among these ancient crystalline
formations is a group of rocks similar to granite in having
been intruded in the igneous condition, but distinguished
from all other rocks of the same class under the name